


A Tour of Mount Ararat and Vicinity

Mount Ararat is located afgri in eastern Turkeyiear the Russia(Armenian)and Iranian borders. As the crow

flies, it is about 250 kilometers eastBfzurum 130 kilometers southeast Kars and 160 kilometers north dfan.

The main road betweehurkey and Iran goes frorkrzurumthrough Dogubayazit (just south of Ararat) to Tabriz.

The summit of Mt. Ararat is 5,165 meters above sea level. It is higher than any mountain in the continental Unitec
States except for Alaska or in Europe outside thec&sus.

Ararat is a dormant volcano; the last eruption was on June 2, 184present the upper third of the mountain is
covered with snow all the time; the last hundred meters of snow at the top have turned to ice. Below the snow tt
slopes are coveredlith great blocks of black basalt rock, some as large as village houses.

A view of Mount Ararat and Little Ararat fromhe Armenian side lookingrestsouhwesterly. The sadle between
peaks is at th&,800 foot elgation. The snowlineshownhere extends down tabout the 7,500 foot level The
Ahora Gorgewith a cloud withinit, angles down from the higher summit toward the right.
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Mount Ararat is the highest location fhe ancient kingdom of Urartu, a region which covered thousands of square
miles. Ararat is the bastardized nameJoartu from theHebrew Torah written by Moses (c. 1450 BC) which only
included the consonants "rrt". However, the translators of the Bible replaced the "rrt" with the later name, "Ararat.
The Asyrians wrote about battles against the Urartian tribes from the thirteenth century BC until the sixth century
BC when Urartu was destroyed by the Medes. The name Urartu then vanished from history and was replaced |
Ararat and Armenia in the vicinity aselt as in Bible translations in English, etc. As history went on in the first and
second millenia AD, the mountain became known as Ararat and the region as Arie@njapeople believe that
Mount Ararat is the place where Noah's Ark landed but the Bibds dot state this. It simply says that the boat
landed in the Urartian mountains, of which there are hundreds, although Ararat is the highest. Since Mount Ararat |
the highest location in Urartu, some people throughout history have jumped to the urgmoeleision that it was

the landing place and promoted that concept as a regional tradition.

Mount Ararat may be the largest singigss or volume mountain in the world as it is huge (one really has to see it in
person to appreciate its immensity) andgigEnearly17,000feet from the2,0003,000 feeplains which surround it,

while most other large mountains are in a mountain range with less differential and base circumference. Ararat h:
only a few native trees growing on it in Ahora village and séwrall forests on Little Ararat. Views differ as to
whether Ararat formed much of its size after the flood @flosid) (or during the flood as some geologists like
Seventh Day Adventist Clifford Burdick Ph.D. have claimed to find pillow lava (lava speaedater) around the
14,000foot leve). Some geologists claim that cylindrical mountains like Little Ararat show that ip@stflood
mountain. There are also claims of fossils and sedimentary layers on Greater Ararat but these claims have not be
backed up with evidence as of this date although there are fossils near Ararat. From 14,000 feet to 17,000 feet, mu
of the lava is covered by an ice cap which is about 17 square miles in size and is up to 300 fedthdeep.
coordinates that cover theeicap area on Mount Ararat are N 39 degrees 41' to N 39 degrees 44', E 44 degrees 15
30" to E 44 degrees 19' 30". The area of this rectangle is about 31.6 square kilometers.

Since the upper reaches of this volcanic mountain are covered with brokeondkw@verywhere and are currently
extremely difficult to ascend or descend, its present statees it a poor location for Noah's Ark to landand for

all the animals to easily descend. Yet, Mount Ararat has the bulk of the purported eyewitnesses oflitkee boat
structure, especially since 1850. These "alleged" eyewitnesses ardytlegplanaton why the searchontinues on

this mountain. Scientific probability would not.

Given the extensive research which has taken place on Mount Ararat, it seemss#girthat if Noah's Ark ever
survived into modern times and is somewhere on Ararat, therevareew places remainingon the mountain to
search. There have been many expeditions, accounts, alleged sightings, anomalies, and claims of discovery involvi
Mount Ararat. What is lacking is any scientific evidence or photo that shows that Noah's Ark exists tvdayer

one should not discouttte possibility that Noah's Ark landed on Mount Aramatl was subsequently destroyed.

Given all the ground and aaliexpeditions (and one with sophisticated mapping capabilities), one should surmise
that if the remains of Noah's Ark are indeed on Mount Ararat, they are not in plain view; if the boat is there, it must
be buried. There have been 2 attempts that usedwstdce Radar (Ground Penetrating RadaPR) technology on

Mount Ararat to look under the ice. The 1988 Willis expedition and the 1989 Aaron/Garbe/Corbin expedition used
GPR. The 1988 Willis expedition successfully surveyed the eastern summit platetne saddle area between the

two peaks, concluding there ware Ark remains under the ice. The 1989 expedition was not as successful as the
preceding year, where a lesapable GPR system was used in temperate (melting) ice cap conditions on the westerr
plateau of Mount Ararat. However, they were able to determine the ice depth on the westaun plate

If the remains of Noah's Ark were in moving ice on Mount Ararat (there is only one legitimate glacier, the Black
Glacier, though there are other moving flmavs like the secalled Parrot Glacier), the Ark would have been ground

to bits. Some people such as the alleged eyewitnesses contended that the Ararat ice cap contains the remains
Noah's Ark since about 90% of the supposed eyewitnesses claimethatathwas sticking out of the ice even though

the explorers over the past 50 years did not see the samikbasitucture. But those who favoice entombment

are between a rock and a hard placén that the great elevation needed to sustain permareeig ioo high tdhave

beena logical depth for th&0 percent recessiotthat the Bible says had occurred by the time the Ark set upon firm
ground.
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Mount Ararat (16,940 feet, 5165 m) is the largest volcano in Turkey. Althouglummendy active, its formation was
probablywithin the last 10,000 yeardt is located in extreme northeastern Turkey, near the borders with Iran and
Armenia Soutleast of the main peakome 7 miledies Little Ararat (12,877 feet, 3896 m)Ahora Gorge is a
northeastrending chasm dropping 6000 feet from the top of the mountain and was the focus of a major earthquak
(and eruption)n 1840. A number otlaims by different explorersf havingf ound r emnants of N
Ararat have led to continuing expeditions to the mountain, many of which have focused their searches on the gorg
areaand its overhanging glacier above th&000 foot levelThe snowshown here is at @nabove the 2,600 meter

level. 8,500 feet). Only the upper cone of Mount Ararat supports permanent snow.

This extraordinaryaerial view, looking northeasterly, is taken in late wirieearly spring Bothvolcanicpeaks are
clearly visible, as are several volcanic vestsmmon in the areaThe main pealiself is in the center and Little
Ararat to the rightsoutleast of the main pealBoth are volcanoesOn thenorth-northwest flank, we see two other
morerecent vents Straighta bove Ar ar at 6s s dingmoard the sop of the \daesy,hwhiehike e n
Ahora Gorge, formed by an 1840 MousttHelers scale eruptiomhich blew out the side of the cindeone The
townsite from which the gorge gité name once stood where theusand of fe¢ deepgorgeis nowlocated.

What is particularly noteworthy in this view are those tbwioushalf-mile wide places where the volcanic aslas
slumped. In the ashmounds aroundh e t wo v e nnrthface e ske teva separatstdiswhere the ash,
formed from these two ventbecame saturated to the point where they slumped downward, semasiye slides

of material ouinto the valley These demonstrate theame phenomenon th@t the Durupinar Sitedarried the Ark

down valky several hundredertical feet from the place where it originally landed, burying it uexposed by an
earthquake iMay of 1948.A similar volcanic ash deposit around the Ark, formed after its landing, but while it was
still structurally soundthe a& became saturated and then when agitated by an earthquake, slumped like wet
concrete, creating a mudflow that carried the Ark remains more than a mile laterally anil,20thfeet vertically.

The Duripunar Ark Site where much interest has been focusiade its aerial photo discoveiry 1959 is out of the
frame across the vallefowards the bottom
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At the Durupinar Site negheArkVi si t or 6s Center we see the Aortedf or m
6bowbd i s hdaolppsedstana Natethetsimamth cinder cone just above the center of the ship in this view.
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A similar view to the previous one, but with diféet lighting conditions and frostightly higherin elevation allows

us to note the slide path the Ark followed in its descent to where it became impaledamowalimestone rock
outcropping. The original landing site was up against thecldfs in the grassy area at the basehafhigher cliffs

in the top center of the photfust above the smooth mound\n impression of the ship remains at that upper site
along withremains of slag ballast and evidenoésvoodtornfrom the underside of the hull. From the top center of
the photo the Ark slid to thedft, around the small mounthen towards us, then again slightly to the [Efbsion

has scarred what used te B smooth grassy hillside prior thie 1948 earthquakes that also caused the soils around
the hull to slump, wherethatn s i de of it di dnot .

This location isknown as theéDurupinar Site which is also recognized by the Turkish Government and where the
Noahdés Ar k Vi si tearthe@ikagetkmown todayasbogit ed, but prior to
Nasar(Nisir). The ridgeline ishe mountain known as Cudi Dagr Al Judi. Though unsubstantiatedther than by
traditional accounts, the Durupinait&is reported to be the actual Mount Cudi. One substantiating clue i8'the
centuryFrench Knights @mplar who claimed to have known of the Ark Séad whocommissioned a painting of a
location they called Mount Cordu, a scene bearing striking similarity to the ridgeline in this view of the Ark
impression. This site lies across the valley from Mounafat, king some 15 miles to theest of it.

What is notable about th&hip-like formation is its perfect symmetry and proportion. This is best seen in the straight
down shots such as in the 1959 negative imageat symmetry is broken only by a sperock extending into the
right side of the impression, buiildg open the vertical timbering as would a moving boat shaped structure being
impaled upon a rock and twistings apparently happened

Another characteristic, better seen from straight dowmgnwghadows are right, which they were when the high level
photo was taken in 1959, is the image of a crowned figure lying in repose turned slightly to tH&eedie.inset in
the frame on page I#hd on page 19
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Another view simiar to the previous two, but latiy in early summer with different lightinghich better shows the

l ong straight 0speartedintothe huli shapestpoimtjest shoht dfits bongpudimalecénteia

line. Not only is the envelope symmetrical, but within the shape the ground is mounded symmetrically and possesst
a ridgeline longitudinally down the center. In later earthquakes, about 1979, this ridgeline cracked andgijibt alo
near full length, suggesting thereoiswasan internal structure forming plane of weakness, being almost 90 degrees
perpendicular to #aimpaling limestone outcrop

As the straight down photos show, and to some degree visible from thisehillsidmage is apparent which appears

like a crowned figure lying in a casket, turned slightly to his right. This image may account for the name change o
the nearbyvillage of Nasa t o Uzengi |l i, which | oosely tramsefithat ed
outcropping, just left of center, is a protrusion of rock resembling a Hgdst.protrusion is exactly where a heart
would be in the human figure.

Numerous ancient historic narratives, including the Epic of Gilgamesh and Josephus, debitebke ltities whose
primary function was that of a necropolis (burial citie§jesearchebavid Deal located botbf thesecities, one

above andhe otherdown at the Durupinar site. Naxuan above and Seron below. Further excavation discovered
ossuary grs containing bones of ancient burials, suggesting they had been brought there from some distance aw:
and at some later date. We should keep in mind that Noahdivettier350 years after the flood. He died shortly
before Abram was born, and his s8mem died 150 years after Abram was born and 50 years after Isaac was born!

Post flood generations regarded the patriarch Noah
Resentment of this apparent situation is what precipitated théatiam we read of inGenesis 9:24 on the part of
Hamdés son, Canaan.

Visit these websites for additional informationww.noahsark-naxuan,com andwww.noahsarksearch.com
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Tying the Durupinar Ark Site to its proximity to Mount Ararat, this view taken from the pointed bow of the ship form
looking toward thenorth-northeastviewing both greater Ararat and Little Ararat lying soedistof it. A man stands

on the righthand side, giving some scale to the picture. At our feet, we see the converging lines of the pointed bow
Just beyond in the nenadr tfhoer edghrecaudndd i sA tnhoer ed cprrocowm dn ean
with the top of the dédheart shaped rocké prrobitfromthe ng
left. A flaredsection of the vertical huivall is visible beyond thepear where the twisting motion of its impale
mentcaused it tdouckle. A trace of the centerline crack, referred to with the previous picture, is visible in the lower
center of the frameThe three previous views were taken from various vantage poirttee hillside to the leftThe
Government s Noah©&s AhikideWut é\iet to the leftGveghntte eoad winding arounditch e

This view of Mt. Ararat correspond
to the view above, but is taken froi
a more southerly locatiomear the
Iranian borderMt. Ararat is a 7,000
foot high cindercone atop a 10,00(
foot mountain ridge.

The valley floor is athe 3000 foot
elevationleaving this mountain with
nearly 14,000 feet of vertical expo:
ure, more than most other mountai
of comparable height




In this view, the photographer is standing at the very foot of the boat shaped formation, the exadirectosmf

the upperview on the previous pageT h et eodrsn éoff dna its Isubstructure is somewhat folded under, which
would be very logical if the form had at some time slid down the valley in this direction. This view illustrates the
unusual symmetry of thiengitudnal mound within the hull form. Theear vertical nature of the surrounding hull

form isalsoclearly evident. The photo below illustrates the unmistakable regularityeofical hull timbers. This is
not natural! As evident in 1959 photos, the left rim used to be as perfect as lihsidg.

This photo of the exposed side of the hi
very distinctly shows the coloration th
decayed (senpetrified) rib timbers left in
the soil. These are not wood today, n
would it be logical to expect wood to be st
present after 4300 years. Those who use
presence of wood as thetdemining factor in
deciding any Arkfind consign themselves ti
never finding anything authentic, as wood
the ground, exposed to moisture ang/gen

w 0 u Veddtayed away completdbng ago

Note here the faint image sfrudural cross
bracing on the surface. Diagonal timbe
would more logically have been placed insi
thesehull ribs, and thus woultdave been les:
distinct than thse at the surface.Another
brace cuts in from the upper left corner!



